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SUPERB STRUCTURE

BAYER HOUSE, DESIGNED BY HAFEEZ CONTRACTOR, IS AN
ENERGY-EFFICIENT BUILDING, EQUIPPED WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART
OFFICE COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS AND AN AMBIENCE WHICH IS

CONDUCIVE TO WORKING EFFICIENTLY.

TEXT: ARUNA RATHOD PHOTOGRAPHS: NOSHIR GOBHAI
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ituated on a triangular site
in Hiranandani Gardens,
Powai, a suburb of North
Bombay, the building
looms upwards, majestic and

stately in off-white. Built in the
classical style Bayer House stands
out when viewed from any angle.
The site opposite the picturesque
Powai lake, with its lush green
foliage, and against the backdrop
of hills, is magnificent.

The Bayer House project
required architect, Hafeez
Contractor, to visit officials at the
Bayer headquarters in Germany for
a final approval of the design. ‘But,’
says Contractor, ‘Bayer House
India has absolutely no resem-
blance to the headquarters at
Germany. This building is done in

the classical style in keeping with
the surrounding site. It has an
extremely strategic location, and
the two shopping centres nearby
will complement the whole area.’

Once inside, the colour white is
predominant. The triangular-
shaped interior has an atrium which
provides natural light to the entire
work area. On looking down from
the upper floors, one sees a huge
lion mosaic, the former symbol of
Bayer, made with coloured tiles in
blue, peach and brown shades,
imported from Germany.

Talking about the interior,
Contractor explains, ‘The ambi-
ence does not segregate onc floor
from the other. The interior con-
cept is such that everyone intermin-
gles here, yet at the same time the

hierarchy is maintained by the
usage of colour and decor.”

The sixth floor which houses
the Managing Director’s offices,
the boardroom and executive
offices, is a blend of modern and
international features, and Indian
ethnic styles. ‘Being a German
firm the furniture is of interna-
tional standards and the Indian
touch is given by the antique
columns from Ahmedabad,
Tanjore miniatures, and art
objects like metal pots. This com-
bination exudes a rich atmos-
phere but we haven’t spent
much. It’s just that we have put
the right thing in the right place,’

« says Contractor.

The construction of the build-
ing began in February 1994. The

OrrosITE: The imposing structure of Bayer House. A triangular building, designed in the classic style, it has a dome

over the front portion.

ABOVE: The lift lobby and reception, found on every floor, is clad in Nepali marble and bas buge containers of greenery

to break the biscuit and white scheme.
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ABOVE: The old symbol of the company, a winged lion holding the world, is created on the ground floor with mosaic
tiles, and can be seen from every floor,

BELOW: Bebind the chamfered corner of the triangle. The wall portion bides all the service ducts,
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‘As an architect, I would
rate this building as one
of my best. And since I
am in the profession of
creating, I am not
restricted in my likes and
dislikes,” concludes

Hafeez.

mOst important criterion, was
that the new office should have a
good working ambience and bet-
ter staff amenities.

Open-style workstations, shin-
ing brass railings, etched glass,
balcony walls, antique wood carv-
ings from Gujarat, an idol of
Lord Ganesha and metal screens
are some of the striking features
of the decor. Each floor has a dif-
ferently designed reception area.
The dominating colours of the
interiors are white, cream, and
blue. No walls are used to segre-
gate workstations, thus giving the
feeling of openness making the
entire building seem like one uni-
fied space. No staircases are visi-
ble from any point; and doors in
brown discreetly shut them out
of sight.

The structure constructed on a
triangular base, has an imposing
dome. The dome is covered with
Shaun tile mosaic, and houses the
lift machinery and water storage
tanks. The atrium has a polycar-
bonate double sheeting roof.

The building’s pleasant ambi-
cnce and natural lighting is con-
ducive to better productivity. ‘I
think this is a most energy-effi-
cient building. Because of the
central atrium during daytime
you require less light than other

Colour has been used in a very sub-
dued fashion in the-interiors of Bayer
India.
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Sixth Floor Plan

conventional buildings, thus con-
serving electricity,” says Hafeez
Contractor.

Commenting on the ‘five-star’
ambience, Contractor says, ‘This
kind of ambience is a necessity.
With globalisation, we have to be
at par with international stan-
dards. What is a necessity abroad
is a luxury here.’

In spite of the ‘tight’ spaces,
the impression one gets is that of
an extremely spacious interior,
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Explains Contractor, “The usage
of glass is a necessity for tight
spaces. It is a good material to
work with and has many advan-
tages like transparency. The cen-
tral atrium too makes the spaces
appear large. The total area of
the building is 60,000 sq ft and
with around 274 people, after
taking off certain areas, it leaves
very little space per person.’
Contractor believes that the tri-
angular office plan is nothing
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unique. ‘Every junction has a
triangular building, for instance
the buildings at Dhobi Talao and
Kalbadevi. You only need a per-
son to identify that trend and
take it to the right place. As an
architect, I would rate this build-
ing as one of my best. And since
I am in the profession of creating,
I am not restricted in my likes
and dislikes,” concludes Hafecz. O



